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As summer Ile&fs, ir you're anything like me. it can

be tricky to ke€p a career development mindset. You ltxrk for' - and

take - any opportunity to starl work a little late and end a little early. If
there is a pool party or ba6ecue, your narne is all over it. Even if you'r,e

{inancially scaled bmk over the last couple of years. you eke out some

kind ofvacation to relar and restore.

The g<xrd news is that while you play hanl this summer, you can also

work smart. Whether you seek to build relationships for your business

or score face time wirh potential employen, summer provides rnany

opportunities to build the professional network necessary to start your

next level of succ€ss.

The key to closing the gap from where you are to where you want to

be is surrounding younelf with the people who can make it happen.

Approximately 9) percent of career oplnrtunities arise t'rom our

relationships. Challenge younelf to attend an equal amount ol social

functions widr people you don't know as well as those you do know to

expand your netw'ork-

It can be tempting to hit your favorite beer garden with the same friends ol
colleagus erch week. There is certainly utility in letting the peopie closest

to you know where 1,ou are professionally, where you seek to be and how

thev can help you take the desircd leap. lt's equally imporlant. however to

fill your snrafi phone with contact infb for people you don't know

Frequently, people a couple of deEees outside our circle of close friends

and family have the periect clients for our small businesses. Ifyou are

unempkryed - or simply keeping an eye toward a cnreer transition or
extemal promotion - these newest contacts rn.ry be the pople poisetl to

connect you with an HR nranager at one ofthe companies you have been

lusting to rvork fbr.

When you meet new people ca-sully by going to a sumnrcr event with a

friend (or a friend of a friend) - or pe*raps

sucking it up and gt'ring to your significant other's

workplace function - make sure you always

hale sevenil dozen trusiness cards on hand. If
you don't wan{ drc penon contacting you al

your curent job or il you're unemployetl, order

low-cost carG with your pertinent inlbrmation

- nanre. plrone numhel. email address, job tide/

career field, and pnofessional websife or social

rnedia information.

Follow up by email or phone within 48 houn

afler meeting new people. Strive f,o set up to

shzne coffee. sangria or a cupc-ake within the

next two weeks to deepen the relationship.

Be transparent about what you're lcnking for.

Invest time getting to know the other person.

Successful networts are built from mutually

benefi cial relationships.

Always be open to unanticipated oppomrnities

to start a relationship. Think about the places

you go to enjoy the summer and ways you could start a conversation

with the people there. Take a book with a provocative title when you hit

the ptnl. the lake or the beach and be on the lookout for others devouring

laxrks you've read or plan to read. If someone is nrming the pages of
a book you've had on your Amazon Wish List, ask how he or she is

enjoying it. Be open to where the convenation might lead from there.

Don't hesitate to move it along with a stateilent such as. "We have

sir-nilar taste in books. I'rn curious. wliat do vou do?"

Go early to a surnmer perfonnance or conced. Talk with the other people

standing in line with you or picnicking on the grounds. You have at least

one thing in common: your interest in whatevel'show you're about to see.

Clneof myotherfavoritesumrnernetworting stmtegies isto fy a new outdu)r

activity that lends itself to communication - golf, surfing, volleyball or, if
ycu're more advennrous, rock cljmbing or akayaking excursion. Resist the

temptation to speak only with the person or -smup 
you carne with. Shared

athletic experience creates a natural bond between parple. Use it.

Anyhing you do in the company of other people this summer could be

a nenvorking opportunity. You just need to push slightly outside your

comfort zone. stdke up a conversation and exchange contact info so your

lirst interaction isn't your last.
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